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ST. PETERSBURG –
Officials at the city held
a community meeting to
determine what’s next
for Tangerine Plaza on
18th Avenue South.
Packed into St. Petersburg College’s Midtown Center, comments
ranged from a cooperative
to
a
Chuck
E. Cheese’s to a skating
rink to fill the space Wal-

mart left opened when
they closed their doors
Feb. 6.
Mayor Rick Kriseman said whatever goes
in the plaza next is about
the long term.
“This is about doing
something on this site
that would be sustainable and something the
community wants.”
He said the city continues to do the same
thing over and over with
the same results, and
questions if they would

be better off looking at
options that create access to the grocery
stores such as better
transportation or a food
delivery service.
“Again, I’m tossing
ideas out and I’m doing
that for a reason because
that’s what I want you all
to do with it,” he said.
Once the floor was
open to the audience,
like
Robin
people
Cooper began to express
their frustrations.
“I live only five blocks

BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

dom into her life.
The Church of God
by Faith began in 1947
by Mother Jones, and in
1979 Johnnie was called
to pastor. Following in
her grandmother’s foot-

ST. PETERSBURG – A
deep blue sky with cotton
puff clouds served as the
backdrop to the second annual Black Arts and Film
Festival sponsored by Gallerie 909 last Saturday, Feb.
25.
A colorful array of tents
could be seen lined up on
both sides of 22nd Street
South from as far away as
Fifth Avenue.
Continuing down the
street led to a rich array of
color creations hanging
from the tent of returning
vendor Eugenia Conner
Washington, a quilter, fabric
designer and fiber artist
from Clearwater.
“I’ve exhibited at the Gallerie 909, and we participated in the festival last
year,” said Washington. “I’ve
been a 909 fan for a while.”
Before
Washington
stepped out on her own as a
fabric designer artist, she
used to work for the State
Department of Elderly Affairs.
Organizer and Gallerie
909 owner Carla Bristol was
all smiles as she went from
vendor to vendor to welcome them to the event. She
talked about the growth and
purpose of the event.
“Last year we did the
arts festival here on the corner of Ninth Avenue and
22nd, and today we’re excited that the street - the
Deuces - is actually closed,”
said Bristol.
According to Bristol, the
festival drew a variety of
artists and not just of the
local variety.
“We have featured artist
Gilbert Young all the way
from Atlanta. We have folk

See EVANS, page 8

See ARTS, page 12

from the Walmart that I
miss terribly,” she said.
With no income coming in at the moment,
she can’t afford to spend
her food stamp dollars
on a $5 gallon of milk at
a corner store. For now,
she has to take two
buses just to shop at
Save-A-Lot.
Community activist
Winnie Foster said she is
an ardent believer in cooperatives instead of
corporations. She said
See MIDTOWN, page 7

Hundreds said goodbye to
James and Johnnie Williams
BY RAVEN JOY
SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
A final goodbye was said
to the patriarch and the
matriarch of All Nations
Church of God by Faith
EPC last Saturday, Feb.
25 at Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
where the Rev. Dr. John
A. Evans tends his flock.
This homegoing celebration brought the
faithful from all over the
United States to rejoice
in the life of the
Williamses, who transitioned to their heavenly
homes just five days
apart from each other.
Married in 1948,

Overseers James and
Johnnie Williams kept
God at the center of their
union, which allowed
them to enjoy 68 years of
togetherness and a beautiful family of six children: Rufus, Alvin,
Janice, Rhunette and two
sons who preceded them
in death, Daniel and
Joseph.
Officiating over the
service, Chief Apostle
Dr. S D James said he
made an apostolic visitation to administer the
sacrament of the high
priest where Overseer
Johnnie told him that she
wanted her children to
understand that she
fought the good fight, finished her course and that

James and Johnnie Williams at their
retirement celebration in 2015.
she had “set her house in
order.”
Born Johnnie Lee
Brown on Nov. 4, 1931, in
St. Petersburg, she sat
under the teachings of
her late grandmother
Mother Idella Jones, who
imparted virtue and wis-

Carla Bristol
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Medical mercenaries
Dear Editor:
Another issue that remains controversial and
volatile in some respects
is the issue of healthcare.
No one seems to know
how to address the rising
costs of healthcare in
America. Obamacare, or
the Affordable Care Act,
which is the first and only
definitive measure taken
by any administration to
address the Healthcare
issue is now in the
process of being repealed
by President Trump and
the Republican Congress.
The politics surrounding the Affordable Care
Act leaves little room for
an honest discussion
about why healthcare is
so expensive. Healthcare
or medical providers in
what is now termed the
healthcare industry have
overshadowed what most
Americans traditionally
viewed as an honorable
and noble profession.
In other words, the industry has taken over
what traditionally has
been hailed as the noblest
profession, being a doctor.
However, with industry
comes the elements and
objective of money and
profits. With that understanding, these elements
can and have led to corruption in the past.
The trust and confidence we place in doctors
can be considered almost
biblical when you think in
terms of how we view the
opinions or recommendations of doctors. The Hippocratic Oath (Greek in

origin) was traditionally
taken by physicians centuries before Christ, according to some scholars.
The innocuous nature
of the oath helped define
and establish a credence
that placed physicians at
the pinnacle of honor and
respect in the psyche of
mankind for centuries.
Today, we see the almost sacred Hippocratic
Oath of physicians give
way to industry and profits. The objective of the
physician is no longer an
altruist endeavor as it was
centuries ago, suggesting
that patients give only
what they could afford, if
anything at all. Medical
care is now a business,
with one main objective
“money.”
Healthcare in America
has become a concern because of the rising cost of
medical care. The fact
that people have died because they couldn’t afford
medical treatment contradicts the very premise of
the Hippocratic Oath.
The ethical and moral
conduct of physicians has
been compromised by the
demands of industry and
greed. In fact, the ethical
behavior of physicians
today can be compared to
that of gangsters during
the 1920s Prohibition Era.
The idea that a physician
will refuse to provide
medical care or watch a
patient die for lack of insurance (money) frightens most Americans to
the point where we are
today, which is the health-

Breaking
the Cycle
REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

care debate on Capitol
Hill.
The medicines used to
treat certain illnesses
have become more expensive than burying someone who has died. This
scenario has presented itself to many Americans
more often than not, especially when caring for elderly or chronically ill
relatives.
The
conversation
about healthcare is no
longer in the doctors’ office, but is now debated in
Washington and in the
corridors of Congress.
American doctors seem to
have ostracized themselves from the conversation altogether.
It is safe to say that
doctors in the United
States have become the
“medical mercenaries” of
the healthcare profession.
No longer bound by the
ethical constraints of the
Hippocratic Oath, they
are committed to giving
Americans
the
best
healthcare possible for
the right price.
Chico Cromartie

Black History Month all year long
Dear Editor:
2017 started with a
bang! The Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. breakfast,
the MLK Parade and the
MLK Day of Service led
the way for a series of
black history programs,
banquets, fashion shows,
art festivals and church
programs.
Then Gibbs High
School, under the direction of Dr. Cody Clark,
launched a tear jerking
gospel production entitled
“4 Little Girls,” telling the
story of the four little
black girls who were
bombed in a church in
Birmingham in 1963. All
done for the purpose of
celebrating African-American history month!
Now what, what happens from March through
December in the way of
celebrating the contributions African Americans?
Eddie Chambers, professor of art and art history
at the University of Texas,
Austin, says now more
than ever is time to expand the African-American history to a year
round celebration.
Chambers contends

that our failure to expand
the knowledge of the
African-American footprint on this country basically renders our study of
American history void of
our ability to know American history.
In a 2015 arts and culture impact report, it was
estimated that the arts
generate approximately
$212 million dollars within
the arts. The report also
revealed that the city and
state generate combined
revenue from the arts.
The report went on further citing examples of
how the arts serve as a
major economic engine in
St. Petersburg.
If this report is accurate, which I believe it is,
why is the focus on arts
and culture treated as an
appendage that we have
to tolerate two months out
of the year. Why does the
beautiful
architectural
structure that serves as
the home to the Chihuly
collection share its innovative and architecturally
strong space with Publix
as opposed to the AfricanAmerican history museum or some other

museum that represents
the history of a people
that make up approximately 23 percent of the
community? The answer
is simple: we allow it!
Until we start viewing
our history as a valuable
part of this community’s
history and demanding
through an organized effort that the celebration of
African-American history
becomes an intentional
and strategic economic
engine within St. Petersburg, the notion that our
importance should be relegated to simply two
months out of the year
will continue to play into
the psyche of our children
that we are less than.
Maria L. Scruggs

Praise the Lord.
I want to invite you out to our Sunday afternoon services from 3:00 pm4:30 pm.
They Were Not Drunk As You Suppose! - Part 1
Oftentimes the Pentecostal/charismatic faddish experiences wane only
to surface again with renewed vigor
and influence. Take for example drunk
in the Spirit (the close cousin of being
slain in the spirit). This was first widely
promoted by a man from S. Africa,
Rodney Howard- Browne that Benny
Hinn promoted at his meeting. It was
then brought to Toronto then to
Brownsville and spread everywhere as
a spiritual virus with no inoculation.
Looking back at the experiences
that have become part of the “open
church” should immunize us against
accepting practices that go further
than the Biblical parameters allowed.
Often the same aberrant practices
come back with even greater intensity
when they are permitted again.
Lets look at the Scripture they useActs 2 where it says they were drunk
in the Spirit. Well not exactly, if one
wants to make a paraphrase and distort the words they can come up with
this interpretation. It actually says that
it was the mockers who said they were
drunk. Acts 2:11-13 (after listing the
many languages spoken) “ — we hear
them speaking in our own tongues the
wonderful works of God.” So they
were all amazed and perplexed, saying
to one another, “Whatever could this
mean?” Others mocking said, “They
are full of new wine.”
Who are these mockers- those who
did not understand the spiritual gift
that was being exercised.
Many Pentecostals and Charismatics believe drunk in the spirit is related
to the “Baptism in the Holy Ghost with
the initial evidence being the Speaking
in Tongues,” but they have received
MORE than speaking with other
Tongues! The Scripture says it was
their speaking in tongues that had the
mockers say they were drunk, so how
does this fit in with their apologetic?
Vv.14-16 But Peter, standing up
with the eleven, raised his voice and
said to them, “Men of Judea and all
who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be
known to you, and heed my words.
“For these are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of
the day. “But this is what was spoken
by the prophet Joel.”
Peter specifically says they are
NOT drunk. On this clarification alone
the issue of being drunk at Pentecost

should be settled. But for those who
shape their lives by experiences, this
is not enough to persuade them it is
wrong. So let’s look at what the Scripture says in addressing this.
The Bible is explicit that we are not
to be drunk with wine but filled with
the Spirit. Not drunk with the Spirit either. What’s the difference? Drunk,
has the intention of being out of control while being filled with the Spirit
means one is “in control” It is to be
sober and have all their faculties at
work, not dulled or slurred. So the
Bible is against being drunk both
physically and spiritually.
Some may say, this is not real wine
but spiritual. Fine, can you find this in
the Scripture? Can you point to anywhere in a church service where this
is displayed. Did the apostles teach it
in the epistles? If not then you are out
of options.
Eph 5:17-18: “Therefore do not be
unwise, but understand what the will
of the Lord is. And do not be drunk
with wine, in which is dissipation; but
be filled with the Spirit”
To be filled with the Spirit means
we are under the control of the Holy
Spirit, and the Holy Spirit does not
have us act like this.
It was Kings and leaders (such as
judges), that were to abstain from
drinking because it could dull their
senses and affect their judgment.
Proverbs 31-4-5: being in leadership requires one to be of sound judgment, to
be ready to minister. Which means
they should stay away from being intoxicated.
For leaders Paul gives the qualifications and it is having the fruit of the
Spirit shown in their lives. To Titus he
gives the criteria (1:7-8) “not given to
wine, not violent, …sober-minded, just,
holy, self-controlled” Titus 2:2 “that the
older men be sober, reverent, temperate, sound in faith, in love, in patience”
This is referring to the Fruit of the
Spirit. Titus 2:3 even “the older women
likewise, that they be reverent in behavior, … not given to much wine”
To Timothy (1 Tim. 3:2-3) to be
“temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, …not given to wine, not violent,
…but gentle, (1 Tim. 3:8 Likewise deacons). The Bible commands us to be
sober.
We are expected to be Temperate
& Sober Minded = nephalios, to be
aware or to be wineless.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Kriseman address issues in the
Muslim community
ST. PETERSBURG —
Mayor Rick Kriseman was
invited to speak to the
Muslim community at the
Islamic Society of St Petersburg right after Traditional Friday prayer.
Imam Abdul Karim
Ali, a longtime friend of
Kriseman’s, introduced
the mayor and recognized
his efforts to support the
Islamic community.
“Thank God that he
has accepted and championed the cause of supporting Muslims coming
together,” Ali said.
Kriseman reminded
everyone of his vision
when he took office as
mayor, that St. Pete will be
a city where the sun
shines on all.
“That includes all
faiths and everyone in this
room,” he said. “And it’s
not just about words, it’s
about action. I know this is
once again a challenging
time to be Muslim in
America. It’s not right and
it’s not fair. But I believe
that there are not words or
policies that can fracture
the spirit of the people in
this room or of Muslims
across St. Petersburg. We
are all in this together.”
Addressing the question of whether St. Pete is
a “sanctuary city,” which is

a city that follows procedures to help shelter immigrants from federal
immigration authorities,
Kriseman said technically,
St. Pete couldn’t be labeled as such.
“I say that because we
don’t have the jurisdiction
to make those decisions as
to whether Immigration is
notified,” he said. “What
our police officers do is
when they arrest someone, they transport them
to the jail and it’s at that
point in time that the sheriff makes a determination
as to whether Immigration
will be notified.”
St. Pete police officers
will arrest anyone who violates the law, Kriseman
clarified, but what they will
not do is ask, “Are you an
illegal immigrant?” and
“Can I see your papers?”
In campaigning for the
presidency last year, President Trump vowed to dismantle sanctuary cities,
which have become a political flashpoint. Last
month he signed an executive order banning travel
into the United States by
citizens of seven majorityMuslim countries.
Kriseman said he
stands in solidarity with
the more than 200 other
mayors across this coun-

try that have the jurisdiction and have declared
their cities sanctuary
cities.
“I stand with them and
I support them,” the
mayor said, “because I
have read the executive
orders and I find the executive orders to be very
troubling, and quite
frankly, I believe they’re
un-American.”
One of the executive
orders, Kriseman explained, allows the Secretary of Homeland Security
to negotiate with each
local government to deputize its officers to become
immigration officers.
“Our police officers
are going to remain St.
Pete police officers,” he
said firmly. “They’re not
immigration officers. And
I’m not about to take people off the street to become immigration officers
when we have enough
work for them to do here
as our police officers.”
As to the possibility of
any threats to the local
Muslim community, Kriseman assured everyone
that the city is monitoring
“any threat” and is in close
contact with all branches
of law enforcement at each
level, all the way up to
Homeland Security.

Elections less than 6 months away
Dear Editor,
Many of you already
know me, but for those of
you who do not, allow me
to introduce myself. My
name is Corey Givens Jr.
and I’m running for the St.
Petersburg City Council
District 6 seat.
I’m a fourth generation
St. Pete native, so chances
are if you aren’t familiar
with me, you probably
know a member of my family: the Givens, the
Beachums, or the Carters.
You may also remember
me from Lakewood High,
Greek Life events, the
neighborhood association
or church. Perhaps we’ve
just ran into each other a
few times in passing at
Publix. If you know me,
then you know my love for
our community and you
know that my heart is
rooted in our city.
Since we started this
race a little over a month
ago, we’ve spoken to hundreds of voters across the
city and one of the things
that I’ve been hearing the
most from residents is that
they don’t even know
there’s an election this
coming August . Yes, August 2017, less than six
months away. The mayor
and four city council seats
are on the ballot and yet
constituents still do not
know.
Communication is key
and that’s going to be the
focus of our campaign from

here till Election Day. We
will knock on doors and
make phone calls, just to
ensure we get out the vote.
It’s my job as the candidate
to make sure the citizens of
St. Petersburg aren’t left
out or disregarded in this
election cycle. Time after
time, we’ve seen the results
of a lack of voter engagement and mobilization.
On August 29, 2017 voters can finally have a say in
the direction that we take
our city in. But first, we
must ask ourselves a few
questions: Do we go forward or do we go backwards? Do we choose to
embrace the future while
respecting the past? Do we
elect a “Bridge Builder” or
a “Bridge Destroyer?” Do
we choose safer neighborhoods, sustainable paying
jobs you can raise a family
on, and a more vibrant
economy? Well, that’s all
up to you!
I encourage every constituent out there to find an
issue that’s important to
you, whether it’s affordable housing or minimizing crime. Find something
or someone who motivates
you to get out to the polls
and vote like your life depends on it, because it
does! The generations to
come will study our history to see if we were
proactive or reactive in the
year 2017.
If you aren’t registered
to vote, please go online

today and visit the Supervisor of Elections website at
www.votepinellas.org or
you can visit your local
public library while you
still have time. So don’t
wait, the clock is ticking.
See friends, this isn’t a
campaign this is a movement and the only way that
we’re going to move forward is with your support
and vote. Please join the
movement by visiting us
online at www.CoreyGivens.com.
Lastly, I charge you to
pick up the phone and call
at least three friends to tell
them that Corey Givens Jr.
is running to be our voice
at City Hall. Let your family
know that Corey is and always will be, a true “Son of
St. Pete.” Our time is now,
so let’s work together to
unite our beloved St. Petersburg!
Signed with love,
Corey Givens Jr., Candidate for St. Pete City Council District 6

ConneCt With Us!
C OMMUNITY ECONOMIC
D EVELOPMENT M EETING

LOCATION:
Bethel Community Baptist Church, 2901 54th Ave. S
WHEN: Tuesday, March 7 • TIME: 6:30-8 p.m.
The purpose of the meeting is to begin the
development of a 10 year community
based economic development plan for Midtown.
THE PUBLIC IS WELCOMED.

Mayor Kriseman and Imam Abdul Karim Ali

New online application process for
Pinellas County Schools Pre-K and VPK
Pinellas County Schools is starting a new, more convenient online application
process for Prekindergarten for 3 year olds and Voluntary Prekindergarten. In
the past, parents had to visit elementary schools to apply for a seat. March
20-April 9, parents will be able to apply online for Pre-K 3 and VPK for the
2017-18 school year.
Pre-K 3 is for children who will be 3 years old on or before Sept. 1, 2017.
VPK is for children who will be 4 years old on or before Sept. 1, 2017.
Families interested in VPK will also need to apply for a Certificate of
Eligibility (voucher) from the Early Learning Coalition
at www.vpkpinellas.net.
Parents will not need a voucher for Pre-K 3.
For information about Pre-K 3, visit www.pcsb.org/prek3
or call 727-588-6000 ext. 2184. For information about
VPK, visit www.pcsb.org/vpk or call 727-588-6513.

w w w . T h e w e e k l y C h a l l e n g e r . C o m
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A tree and ribbon to remember
BY DEXTER L. MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – If a
ribbon in the sky is symbolic of one’s love, then a
ribbon around a tree embraces that love and creates
an unbreakable bond and
fond memories. Family and
friends shared laughter and
sentiments in a tree planting and ribbon tying ceremony
commemorating
their loved one, Topeka
Montegue, who lost her
battle with Lupus but left
lasting memories for so
many people.
“I want to thank everyone that came out this afternoon to share in our
memory,” said Betty Russell, mother to Montegue.
“I know Topeka is looking
down and smiling from
heaven at all of you who
came here today to remember her. I know that I miss
her. We all miss her, but
today we are reminded to
celebrate her life. God does
not make mistakes. I could-

n’t have had a better daughter.”
Planting a tree represents putting down roots
and future growth. It connects you to the earth with
deeply buried roots symbolic of a strong family
foundation. Trees also represent resilience; a tree
bends in a storm just as we
weather the daily struggles
of life. This tree preserves
fond memories and the
challenge of losing someone so dearly loved.
Along with the symbolic
content of the tree, there
was the pinning of a yellow
ribbon, which holds a very
important place in the
hearts and in the culture of
the people in Western
Christendom.
Young women in former times would tie ribbons in their hair, the hair
being a symbol of spiritual
covering. They would wear
a ribbon in a pledge of faithfulness to the one they
loved.
The ribbon showed the

world that they are remembering and waiting for
someone special.
Until that day of his return, they will wait for him.
“This moment is special
because Topeka is special
and we are going to see her
again. I love her and every
time I come to the house
and see this tree, I’m going
to smile and say hi to her,”
said Alma Rita Brantley,
Topeka’s aunt. “I admired
her strength even when she
was in the hospital. I had my
church praying for her. She
was like a daughter to me. I
have really fond memories
of her. We all do.”
After the emotional ceremony where each person
shared their special moments, funniest times and
most lasting memory, the
group of family and friends
settled for dinner just like
they use to with Topeka.
Not only does a ribbon
in the sky depict love, but
also the ribbon on the tree
is a reminder of that special
loved one.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Pinellas County African-American Leaders Conference
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –In
the first quarterly Pinellas
County African-American
Leaders Conference, Rep.
Charlie Crist gave folks a
chance to voice their concerns about topics ranging from the Affordable
Care Act to education in
the black community.
Joining him on the
panel was Pinellas County
Commissioner
Ken
Welch, former state representative and city council
member Rev. Frank Peterman, and Carlos Senior,
the senior pastor of New
Hope Missionary Baptist
Church, who all gave
Crist suggestions on how
to improve his district.
Welch said by 2020,
there is a possibility that
public transportation in
Pinellas County could become a lot worse.
“They need about 45
million to buy new buses
that are aging out,” he
said. “If they don’t have
enough funding to buy
new buses, they will cut
services even more.”
The transportation
problem will be hot button
issue for the next election if
it is not solved.
Peterman suggested a
collaborative database between national, state,
county and city entities
that would connect people
to resources such as job
training, entrepreneurial
programs, ex-offender
services and education,
including early childhood
services.
“With all levels of government working together,
they could ascertain all the
information and all of the
resources we need for our
community,” said Peterman, who is the senior pas-

tor of The Rock of Jesus
Missionary Baptist Church.
He also suggested an
economic engine in south
St. Pete such as a plant of
some kind of major operation that would employ hundreds of people.
Although Senior is not a
politician, he said that he is
equally concerned about
his community and the
challenges it faces.
“I’m concern about the
fact that there doesn’t
seem to be very many outlets for people that are entrenched in deep poverty,”
said Senior.
Citing the number of
wraparound services available to those at the top or in
the middle, he said “for
folks that are at the bottom
of the bottom and don’t
have access to the ladder,”
there is little to no help
available.
Senior asked Crist for
help with access to quality
early childhood education
in south St. Pete. The few
that he found in the area are
too expensive with long
waiting lists, “which to me
is indicative of the fact that
there are not a lot of quality
places…”
With 85 percent of brain
development
occurring
within the first three years
of life, quality childcare facilities lay “a foundation for
the tools the child needs for
the first 18 years or more.”
To him, this is also an
employment and economic issue. When parents are trying to provide
for their families, he said,
but don’t have access to
quality care, it makes it
difficult for people to go
out and earn a living.
For older children, Senior said there is not enough
programming available that
targets children who do not
have parental support or an

adult in their life that can
help them take advantage
of some of the resources
that are around them.
“We need more money
for mentoring,” he said.
He also asked for help
with effective drug addiction services in south St.
Pete that would remove the
addict from the area “to
help people break cycles of
addiction that are sometimes generational…”
When the floor was
opened up to the audience, Chelsea Baker explained that she has had
health problems since the
age of 13. By the age of
17, she reached her lifetime maximum of health
insurance.
Under the Affordable
Care Act, she was able to
obtain insurance even
though she had a preexisting condition. Now
with Trump in the White
House, she is terrified it
will get repealed.
“I don’t want to replace it,” Crist said, “I
want to continue it. I
stand strongly on the Affordable Care Act.”
Baker asked Crist to
add a formal statement to
his website and for him to
tell her story to Senator
Marco Rubio who would
not acknowledge her.
Community activist
Ray Tampa asked Crist to
explain the termination of
Vito Sheeley, who was
Crist’s campaign outreach
director.
“He wasn’t terminated,” Crist answered.
“Any other questions?”
Tampa felt dismissed
saying, “If he was not terminated, tell us what happened.
“That incident can
have a bearing on
whether he’s going to be
re-elected. You can talk

about the Affordable Care
Act all you want, if the
community feels betrayed, feels slighted and
votes against you then all
of this is for naught.
There are a lot of people
feeling that way.”
Tampa said Crist
missed an opportunity to
set the record straight.
In a statement issued
last month, Sheeley wrote:
“Many have and will continue to question my reason Dr. Mendee Ligon said she would like to see school
for leaving Congressman
choice, vouchers and charter schools go away.
Crist. That is an answer that
She
wants public schools to be improved so that
will remain between Charall
children
will have access to quality education.
lie Crist and me.”

Ray Tampa

Chelsea Baker

Carlos Senior

L-R, Comm. Ken Welch, Rev. Frank Peterman and Rep. Charlie Crist
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COMMUNITY NEWS
PTC signs 100 potential students
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
There was a buzz and enthusiasm among the almost 70 high school
students who attended the
first-ever Signing Day at
the St. Pete campus of
Pinellas Technical College
(PTC) last month.
Modeled after the
NCAA collegiate athletic
signing
celebrations,
the National Letter of Intent Signing Day is designed to promote career
technical education programs on campuses all
over the country.
“It was a great day and
it was very successful,”
said the Boe Norwood, director of the St. Petersburg campus.
The St. Pete and Clearwater campuses of PTC
were just two of many educational centers nationwide that hosted the
mid-February
event
that gave high school seniors a chance to reserve a
program spot and to connect with future employers.
“The kids were very
excited,” said Chris Black-

well, occupation specialist
at PTC. “We had a diverse
group. All nationalities,
which was great. The kids
are really enthused about
the technical programs
that we have.”
Mayor Rick Kriseman
was on hand for the St.
Pete campus ceremony to
offer words of encouragement to the young people.
“You are showing
everyone your dedication
to continuing your education,” he said. “You are
showing the world your
faith in this institution and
in your community.”
Aside from the mayor,
other guests and industry
representatives in attendance included Frank
Wells, founder of Child’s
Park Culinary Program;
Jimmy Padgett, Snap-On
representative; Herbert
Murphy, Tampa Bay arts
representative; Rev. Kenneth Irby from the city;
Carl Lavender, senior consultant for Capacity Building Strategy at PTC and
Ann Sherman-White, Industry Services Coordinator,
St.
Petersburg
Campus.
“Pinellas
Technical

College continues its
strong momentum with
the signing of 100 potential students attending the
National Signing Day. The
event was particularly important to the many parents and friends who
showed up to show their
support,” said Lavender.
Campus administrators announced that each
student participating in the
event would be offered a
full-book scholarship for
their program of choice.
“All the students that
attended will receive a
voucher,” Blackwell explained, “and all their
books will be paid for.
That was a great surprise
for them!”
With over 100 students
total participating on Signing Day on both campuses, Blackwell said it
was a great success. PTC
offers a variety of programs and apprenticeships, and looks forward
to hosting the event next
year.
“We’re just out beating
the pavement and providing opportunities for our
high school students,”
Blackwell said.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, MARCH 2, 2017

7

COMMUNITY NEWS
More meetings will be held in the future
MIDTOWN, from front page

there are many forms of
cooperatives out there and
now would be a great opportunity to explore them.
Kiambu Mudada, director of Our Brother’s
Keeper, started out taking
two elderly residents to
Save-A-Lot. Now through
word of mouth, he and his
sister and other volunteers
make the trip three or
four times a day for people
who would be stranded if
not from their generosity.
“People need a grocery
store; one that’s reliable
and dependable, clean for
the elderly, the young and
people that are low income,” he said.
Michael Robinson with
the Florida Dream Center
does not live in the community but likes the idea of
a co-op.
“Anything that is extra
is recycled back into the
business.
That would
lower prices or put more
money back into the community for outreach activities,” he said.
He also said the community needs to understand the difference
between a supermarket
and a grocery store.
“We’re talking about

grocery stores that are
smaller but offer exactly
what the residents need,”
said Robinson.
Kriseman also questioned if a large supermarket is a right fit for the
area.
Larry Newsome, president of Urban DevelopSolutions
who
ment
developed the shopping
center said many nearby
grocery stores did not
exist when the development of the property
began.
“The community just
did not support this store
to the level that they
should have,” said Newsome, noting that with so
many new stores just miles
away, it makes it harder for
any store to succeed in
that area.
Director of Planning
and Economic Development Dave Goodwin
showed a market analysis
that revealed there are 23
food stores within a 10minute drive of the site.
However, 10 minutes in
a car could relate to hours
on a bus.
Frank Wells with Venture House said if a grocery store goes on that

site, the money leaves the
community.
“If it’s some kind of
community owned business then you’re spending
money and putting money
in your neighbor’s pocket
and they can spend it at another store locally.”
Grassroots
activist
Theresa “Momma Tee”
Lassiter had a laundry list
of reasons as to why she
would not shop at Walmart, including outdated
food and them not hiring
within the community.
“Whoever you bring up
in here, they need to come
with the same mindset and
heart the same way they
do on the north side and
downtown.”
James Adams, owner
of Mook Scoop Productions said: “keep big business
out
of
the
community.”
The majority of citizens
attending last Thursday,
Feb. 23 seemed to be on
the same page that food
and economic development is what’s needed in
the area.
The mayor promised
this was the first of many
community meetings.

Fred Haddad said, “Give Midtown to Midtown,” meaning
to divide the space up into business that would be operated by
Midtown residents who would be taught how to run a business
through an educational center located on site.

Robin Cooper

www.

T h e w e e k ly C h a l l e n g e r . C o m

“SHOP FOR NOTHING
FLEA MARKET”

Sat., March 18,
9 am - 2 pm at
New Jerusalem MBC
1715 18th Ave. S.
We are giving away
FREE
clothes and shoes!
BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

ConneCT
wITh US!

Deannie K’s Beauty Salon
Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Phone: 727-894-1734

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com

2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before
you decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

CALL FOR H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org

BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
‘WEBSITE!

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

TheWeeklyChallenger.com

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Homegoing celebration for the Williamses
EVANS, from front page

steps of serving the community and spreading the
gospel of Jesus Christ, she
helped organized The All
Nations Gospel Singers, became a missionary and
later served as state secretary of the first independent
All Nations Gospel Holy
Church of God.
Overseer James was
born on June 12, 1928, in
Asbury Park, N.J., and relocated to St. Pete in his late
teens. He accepted Jesus
Christ as his savior in 1975.
Always known for his
sweet voice and musical talents, he too found his calling in the church becoming
an ordained deacon in 1977
and just two years later was
appointed pastor. By 1985
Overseer James had become an ordained minister
with the position of elder
and bishop coming in later
years.
From the manifestation
of the fruit of their labor,
many souls were saved and
several
churches/ministries were born. They
worked faithfully in the
Kingdom of God and in
1995 built a new sanctuary
followed by a fellowship hall
five years later.

In 2006, James and Johnnie were ordained as bishop
and overseer by Chief Apostle James and served diligently until they passed the
mantle to their children Pastor Rhunette Wells and Alvin
Williams in 2015.
Prophetess
Mary
Gavins said she had known
Overseer Johnnie since the
late 1970s and was mentored by her.
“I knew her as a woman
that was able to take it. She
gave me the opportunity to
walk right beside her. She
took my hand. Every time I
needed encouragement
she would say: ‘Mary you
can do this.’”
The last time she spoke
to Overseer James he said,
“I’m going to see you forever,” letting her know that
she would see him forever
in heaven.
Antwan Wells said a
tearful goodbye to his
grandparents exclaiming,
“The patriarch and the matriarch are going to see the
king.”
Barbara Amerson came
from New York to reflect on
her aunt and uncle. She
said the couple was both
loving and caring, singling

him out as having a great
sense of humor with a
quick comeback always on
hand.
Dr. Craig Oliver Sr., pastor of Elizabeth Baptist
Church in Atlanta, anchored his eulogy on 2
Timothy 4: 6 where he said
the couple finished the race
and kept the faith.
In order to finish the
race, Overseer and Bishop
Williams had “a sense of
faithful devotion to Christ,”
calling them faithful servants of God who worked to
prepare others to succeed.
“I’m caught up on that
word love,” revealed Bishop
James in 2015 at their retirement celebration. He believed the world’s problems
could be solved by accepting God and choosing to follow his teachings.
“Let’s hook up together
and be what the Lord wants
us to be.”
The couple, who spent 68
years together living in the
Word of God, was interred at
Royal Palm Cemetery.
“I love every one of
you,” Overseer Johnnie
said at their retirement celebration in 2015, “and you
can’t do nothing about it.”

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

Your
Family
Vision
Center

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”

DC EYE
ASSOCIATES
Dr. Deborah C.
Flanagan

Optometric Physician

• Comprehensive Eye
Examinations
• Children’s Vision Care
• Contact Lens Specialist

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

• Eye Disease Management
• Medical Consults for Laser
Refractive and Cataract Surgery

Students
Professionals
Adults
Athletes

MEDICARE AND
MOST VISION PLANS ACCEPTED

Conveniently Located
4940 Central Avenue

727-321-6600 x1
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Pinellas County Schools Pre-K and VPK programs
Pinellas County Schools
is starting a new, more convenient online application
process for Prekindergarten for 3 year olds and
Voluntary
Prekindergarten. In the past, parents
had to visit elementary
schools to apply for a seat.
March 20-April 9, parents
will be able to apply online
for Pre-K 3 and VPK for the
2017-18 school year.
Pre-K 3 is for children
who will be 3 years old on
or before Sept. 1, 2017. For
information about Pre-K 3,
visit www.pcsb.org/prek3
or call 727-588-6000 ext.
2184.
VPK is for children who
will be 4 years old on or before Sept. 1, 2017. For information about VPK, visit
www.pcsb.org/vpk or call
727-588-6513.
Please note that the
new application process is
not in place for Summer
VPK. If you are interested
in Summer VPK, which
runs June 1-July 26, visit
w w w. p c s b . o r g / s u m mervpk or call 727-5886513.
How to register for
Pre-K and VPK programs for next school
year:
Families interested in
VPK will need to apply for a
Certificate of Eligibility
(voucher) from the Early
Learning Coalition at

w

w

w

www.vpkpinellas.net. If you
have questions, call 727400-4411. You will not need
a voucher for Pre-K 3.
1. Get a PCS User ID
and Password. Go to any
district school with your
government-issued ID to
obtain a user ID and password (if you don’t have one
for another child).
2. Apply at reservation.pcsb.org March 20April 9.
3. Log onto reservation.pcsb.org beginning
April 25 to find out if
your application was selected.
4. Enroll at your assigned school April 25May 9. Bring the
required
documents
listed on the district
website.
Why is prekindergarten important?
The early years are a
significant time for learning and development.
proPrekindergarten
grams help provide the
foundation for healthy development and more advanced learning.
In Pinellas County
Schools
high-quality
prekindergarten programs,
children:
• Develop social and
emotional skills
• Build language, literacy and communication
skills

. T

h

e

w

• Explore math and science
• Discover the joy of
learning
Research shows that
early education leads to
better outcomes in school
and in life. Children who
high-quality
attend
prekindergarten
programs are less likely to
use special education
services or be held back
in school. They’re also
more likely to graduate,
attend college and be successful in their careers.
Pinellas County Schools
Pre-K and VPK programs
are guided by the Florida
Early Learning and Developmental Standards. They
provide a full day of activities in a safe and nurturing
environment. Most classes
are staffed with a certified
teacher.
Onsite before- and aftercare is available. Pinellas
County Schools programs
provide a smooth transition
to kindergarten, developing
familiarity with the campus
and school resources.
What is a typical day
like in Pinellas County
Schools prekindergarten
programs?
Activities include a
morning circle, centertime choices, outside play,
rest and closing circle.
This structure offers children balanced opportuni-

e

e

k

l y

ties to learn through play,
exploration and real-world
experiences. Center-time
choices allow children to
select activities such as
blocks, dramatic play, art,
construction toys and science. Outside play offers
children time to run, play
and extend their learning
in the outdoors. Children
also participate in physical education classes.
Teachers play alongside
children to encourage
physical, social and cognitive development.
How much do Pinellas County Schools
prekindergarten
programs cost?
Pre-K 3 – The cost is
$75 per week plus a non-refundable registration fee of

C

h

a

l

l

$90 that is applied to tuition.
At select locations, the PreK 3 program is supported
with Title I funding. Qualifying families at Title I
schools do not pay tuition.
VPK – Pinellas County
Schools VPK program is
free for the first three hours
of the day. The program
can be extended for an adthree
hours
ditional
through a tuition fee of $65
a week and a $78 non-refundable registration fee,
which will be applied to the
last two weeks’ tuition. The
district calls this VPK+3. At
select locations, the VPK+3
program is supported with
Title I funding. Qualifying
families at these schools do
not pay tuition.
Get
ready
for

e

n

g

e

r

.

prekindergarten
• Plan to attend school
events to learn more about
your child’s prekindergarten program and meet
your child’s teacher.
• Establish a bedtime
and morning routine a few
weeks before prekindergarten starts.
• Read books about
preschool.
• Listen to your child’s
concerns.
• Talk with the school’s
nurse if your child has allergies or special medical
needs.
• Prepare for a bit of
separation anxiety the first
few weeks.
Visit www.pcsb.org/prek3
or www.pcsb.org/vpk for
child development tips.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

sunday Worship services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
sunday school...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible study .......................noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday prayer service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel services - 921 20th street south
sunday Worship service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday small Group Bible study ..............................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

Bethel MetRopolitan BaptiSt ChuRCh

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

rev. Wallace elliott
sr. - pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThomPSon,
PASToR

“the Little Church Where everybody is somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Faith Church

Church of Christ
@Pinecrest Park

Legacy Week is Feb. 2-10
www.legacyweek.org

301 38th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
727-289-5025
Bro. Antonio Seay,
Senior Minister www.pinecrestparkcoc.org

11 A.M. Sunday
Rev. J.C. Pritchett, Pastor
Mrs. Karen Pritchett

www.faithchsp.com • 727-337-9850

@FaithCHSP on Twitter
Faith Church Saint Petersburg on Facebook

Mount piLGriM MissionArY BAptist ChurCh

Victory Christian Center Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule
Sunday

pastor Clark hazley, sr.

Mission Statement

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

WEdnESday
Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

SPIC would like to welcome you to away of life
conducive to proper religious growth, we are an
Islamic community in association with W.D.
Mohammed, which proclaims in word and deed the
universal message of Al-Islam, that there is but one
God and one human family. We will cultivate the
patterned growth of human excellence and good character through
building valuable relationships with all God conscious people.

Schedule of Services
Ju’mah (Friday Prayer) service.............................................1:30 pm
Tai’Leem(Sunday Qur’an study) .........................................10:30 am
Sisters (Precious Jewels) meetings every 2nd Sat. ......12:00 noon

Please visit us, you are all welcome!!!!
Imam Wilmore Sadiki & Staff

Sunday Morning Early Worship @ 8:15 AM
Sunday School @ 9:30 AM
Sunday Morning Second Worship @ 10:30 AM
Sunday Evening Service @ 5:00 PM
Monday Men & Ladies Bible Class @ 7:00 PM
Tuesday New Converts Class @ 6:30 PM
Wednesday Bible Class all ages @ 7:00 PM

Pastor
Claude Williams

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

20th Street
church of christ
bro. robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712
home: 896-8006

Sunday bible class (all ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday evening Worship
ladies bible class Monday
Monday evening bible class
Wednesday Morning bible class
Wednesday evening bible class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Your
church
ad
could be
here!
contact:
www.TheWeekly
challenger.com

Genesis
Worship
Center
ChurCh
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Manuel Sykes

Your church ad could be here
Contact: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

The Rock of Jesus MissionaRy BapTisT chuRch
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.org
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, pastor

Worship ExpEriEnCEs

Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon
their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered
doctrine that has as its central
core, the belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and healing for a lost world hungry
and thirsty for the word of
God. At St. Mark, we as a
body of believers are Christians willing to work and partner in unity, praising God for
the awesome gift of His son,
Jesus Christ.
Events for March
Mar 3 - St. Mark Monthly
Business Meeting at 7 p.m.

Friendship MBC

Mar 11 - State Youth Convention Choir Rehearsal @ St.
Mark M.B.C at 10 a.m.
Mar 12 - Senior Mission
No. 1 Presents Women in
White-A Celebration of Faith
3 p.m. at St. Mark. Guest
church, Mt. Pilgrim M. B.
Church, Rev. Clark Hazley,
Pastor
Mar 26 - Men in Harmony
Concert at 4 p.m.
Mar 31 - St. Mark
Monthly Business Meeting at
7 p.m.
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is

each Sunday: 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited to come out to study the
Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening: 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

Adventures in Consciousness
Consciousness is our awareness of God.
Each year, Unity Temple of Truth Church sponsors Adventures in Consciousness Adventures
in Consciousness is an intentional way for members, friends and guests of our congregation to
open their hearts and their homes/businesses
during the Lenten Season. It is based on the
scripture in Acts 2:47 “they continued daily with
one accord in the service and breaking bread
from house to house…and, the Lord added to
church.” Instead of conducting our weekly
Tuesday Bible Study in the sanctuary, we will a
six week in-home Bible Study throughout the
Tampa Bay Area (North St. Pete, South St.
Pete, Central St. Pete, Clearwater, Pinellas Park,
Tampa, etc.). Each location has a gracious host
and a trained facilitator to lead the group.
This year our theme is W1tness My F1tness
based on Dr. Pulley’s 2017 Lenten Devotional
Journal. We will be studying Seven Aspects of
F1Tness: spiritual, mental, emotional, physical,
financial, social and organizational. Jesus said,
“No man having put his hand to the plow and
looking back is F1T for the Kingdom (Luke

9:62).” Through this study, our goal is to become
more F1T for the Kingdom by living more holistically healthy, balanced and well-rounded lives.
We are not alone in this F1Tness process;
we are one. As reminder of our oneness, the
number one is in our theme, W1tness my
F1tness. Although we may differ in degrees of
F1Tness in various areas, the truth is we are all
working on some aspect of F1Tness. To enhance spiritual as well as physical f1tness, there
is also an optional fasting component to the Adventure in Consciousness. More details about
that are in the devotional journal.
The adventure will begin on Ash Wednesday, March 1st at 7:00 pm with the Anointing
for the Adventure and concludes on Good Friday, April 14 at 7:00 pm with our Celebration of
Consciousness. You can be a part of an Adventures Group by coming to the church and signing up for a group near you. You also have the
option to join the National Group via Facebook
Live through Dr. Doral R. Pulley’s page and participate every day from 6:30 AM – 6:45 AM. It’s
not too late for you to participate.

THIS IS YOUR INVITATION
TO
THE
CHURCH WHERE WE
KNOW “IT'S JUST NICE
TO BE NICE” - COME TO
THE SHIP AND SEE FOR
YOURSELF - Need a place
to call home, we're not perfect, all of us have sinned
and fallen short, you can
come here just as you are,
seeking a Word from the
Lord, great Teaching
(Wednesday In The Word,
Noon Day and at 7 pm,
Also Youth Enrichment,
alittle something full of
Fun and Spiritual designed
just for the children and
Preaching is what you desire, well, look no further...The
Friendship
Missionary
Baptist
Church, which is often referred to as “THE SHIP”,
will hold their regular Worship Sunday Services at
7:45 am, 10:45 am and Sunday Church School at 9:30
am. Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
Pastor and the Official
Board stand ready to WELCOME YOU.
March at the Ship
Please Join US at “The
Ship” at the 10:45 am Worship Service, a Real place to
be for these Real times.
March 1, 2017, WE
begin our Forty (40) Days
of Fasting ending April 9,
2017, which is Psalm Sunday. Please secure your
Daniel Fasting Information
on the Resource Table.
Where your health permits. To join us in selecting
to Fast one or two of the following
Food
Items:
Sweets, Seafood, Salt,
Sugar, Starches, Sodas,
Steaks (All RED Meats)
and Social Media.
PRE-PAID FUNERAL
EXPENSES WORKSHOP
Mon., March 6 at 7 pm
- Bro. Dwayne Matt, Facilitator (Zion Hill Mortuary)
Contact (727) 328-0466 for
Further Clarity
March 8 at 7 pm –
“WEDNESDAY NIGHT
LIVE”, Adult Mass Choir,
Male Chorus, First Sunday
Ushers, and the Tribe of
GAD (March), Adult Mass
Choir and Male Chorus to

provide the Love Fellowship Dinner. All members
and community are encouraged to be a part of this
Worship Experience.
THE EVANGELISM
FISHING WORKSHOP
Sat., March 11, leaving
the Church at 9 am. Pastor
is asking all Brothers and
Sisters, the Swift and the
Stiff to Plan NOW to attend
and be a part of this great
Ministry.
OUTREACH
Contact Min. Sharon
Saulsby, Ministry Leader
By calling the Church Office at (727) 906-8300.
THE LILY MEMORIAL
MINISTRY: The Time has
come once again to Remember our Love One(s) with
the Gift of an Easter Lily that
will be displays at the Altar.
Please see Sis. Bessie Davenport to place your Order.
Contact the Church Office
at (727) 906-8300.
WEST COAST BAPTIST DISTRICT ASSOCIATION
Sat., March 18 at 10 am,
our 2017 Annual One Day
Spring Retreat, Theme:
“Envisioning The Future
Exceptionally
Through
Our Commitment To
Christian Stewardship,” Jeremiah 29:11, 1 Corinthians 4:1 & 2. The Speaker:
Dr. Michael D. Warren,
Pastor, Pleasant View Missionary Baptist Church of
Apopka, Florida and the
Florida General Baptist
Convention, Inc., Chairman of the Board, which
will be held at the St. Mark
Missionary
Baptist
Church-Port of Tampa,
Elder Corriggio Reeves,
Host Pastor, 7221 Sherrill
St., Tampa, 33616. Please
plan now to attend, Bus
Transportation sheet will
be located in Atrium...Let's
have a great day in the
Lord.... Sis. Annie Munns,
West Coast General Secretary advised everyone attending that: Today's
Blessing, Tampa, will be
our Out-Reach Project,
each person attending is
asked to bring five (5) Can
Goods, this will go along
way. Also, across the street

from the church at the Center, there will be a Health
Fair.
FLORIDA GENERAL
BAPTIST CONVENTION,
INC.
Sat., March 11, 9 am,
our State Women's Auxiliary President Sis. Virginia
Hayes will be the Guest
Speaker at the First Antioch Missionary Baptist
Church, 58 East Main
Street in Apopka, Florida,
Rev. Anthony Duckworth,
Pastor, her Theme will be
“The Roll of the Women in
the Church Today.”
The Florida General
Baptist Convention, Inc.,
142nd Annual Session,
April 3-7 Embassy Suites
Hotel, Kissimmee Dr.
Larry G. Mills, Pastor of
Mt. Sinai Missionary Baptist Church – Orlando, will
preach the Opening Message, Mon., April 3 at 10
am. - Make preparation and
Mark your Calendars.
NATIONAL BAPTIST
CONVENTION,
USA,
INC.
Sis. Cynthia P. Smith
newly Appointed Woman's
Auxiliary President, will be
Celebrated on March 17 at
6 pm in Detroit, Michigan.
“THE SHIP” won't sail
without YOU! For additional information on any of
the announcements, please
contact us by the following
methods: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church,
3300 31st Street South, St.
Petersburg, Florida 33712
Church Office: 727-9068300
E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
Now “Live Streaming”:
Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net
Visit
Our Facebook page Visit
West Coast Baptist District
Association
Website:
w w w. e x p e r i c e n c e t h e coast.com
Need a ride to church?
Call our Transportation
Ministry – (727) 906-8300 –
Mon. – Fri. from 9 am - 3
pm.
“Remember and pray
for our men and women in
uniform as well as our veterans this new year!”

First Mt. Zion
First Mount Zion has finished a high time in the Lord
as we celebrated the first
phase of the year long celebration of the church’s 100th
and the Pastor’s 25 Anniversary.
We extend warmhearted
and sincere appreciation to
the Pastor and congregations
of Mount Zion Progressive
MBC, Travelers Rest MBC,

Concord MBC, Gethsemane
MBC, New Congregational
Church of God and Galilee
MBC for your support to
make this past week one of
total praise and Thanksgiving.
On Sunday, February 26,
Reverend Demetrius Davis
from First Mount Pilgrim
Evangelical Missionary Baptist Church presented a pow-

erful word that set our souls
on fire.
The services were finalized with a formal Proclamation presented by Pastor
Wallace Elliott, Sr.of First
Mount Zion wishing the
church continued growth
and prosperity. Thanks to all
for your prayers and well
wishes.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Black Arts and Film Festival explores West African Culture
BY TAMIRACLE
WILLIAMS
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG –
St. Petersburg has become a thriving place for
the arts. Art lovers travel
to downtown for events
surrounding art, film,
music and fashion. However, many of them never
take the opportunity to explore the cultural sights
and sounds found south
of Central Avenue.
“St. Petersburg has a
distinguished art culture,
but only in a few areas located in downtown. None
that are readily found on
the south side,” said Carla
Bristol, gallerist and
founder of the Black Arts
and Film Festival.
The idea of art not
being readily available in
Midtown inspired Bristol

to create the Black Arts
and Film Festival.
“This festival is about
bringing artist together
with the main focus being
art,” Bristol said. “A lot
[of] times places will host
art festivals, but people
will bypass the actual
artist and run to the stage
to see the headlining (musical) artist.”
Founded last year, the
Black Arts and Film Festival occurs the last weekend of February. The
festival showcases a widerange of artists with spethat
include
cialties
jewelry, mix-media and
painting.
This year’s festivities
expanded from a one-day
event into a weekend. It
kicked off Friday evening
at Studio@620, where the
film
“Dancing
Like
Home” was shown.

This 30-minute short
follows director and producer Joyce Guy on her
voyage to West Africa to
better understand the significance of dance in the
African culture. It shows
that even though they are
disconnected by language
barriers, they are connected by movements
found in dance.
The idea for the film
came about from Guy’s
West
African
dance
classes, which made her
want to learn more about
the culture and the significance of dance. Her first
trip to West Africa was in
1996 with a few classmates.
During that trip, she
got the opportunity to
dance with women from a
tribe located in Senegal
and decided she’d tell the
story of dance at its ori-

recycled metal.
“Then I dressed them
up,” said Swepson, as he
stood with his hands on the
shoulder of one of his lifesized creations entitled
“Maasai Warrior.”
Swepson also created
an indigenous African
shield used by Maasai warriors. The life-sized sculpture caught the startled
glances of many people
who passed by.
Originally
from
Philadelphia, Artist Bonnie
Burrell designs interior art
for the home out of mud
cloth.
“A friend of mine made
some (mud cloth) pillows
for me for my birthday, and
I fell in love with them,”
said Burrell.
The artist said that she
has been purchasing and
experimenting with mud
cloth ever since “doing pillows, curtains and interior
products, but the mud
cloth pillows are my heart.”
Burrell looks eagerly to
the day when she can
travel to Africa and import
mud cloth from the continent wholesale.
Millennial visual artist
Morgan Welch migrated to
Tampa from the east coast
of Baltimore.
“I’ve been painting and
drawing since I was four, so
it’s been about 20 or so
years,” said Welch.
One of Welch’s paintings features a young black
woman with an Afro and
clenched fist raised above
her head. The backdrop is

a black and white American flag, and the message
on the woman’s t-shirt
reads, “Does my brown
skin offend you?”
East coast native Floridian Tiffany Elliott is another millennial female
artist. She melts metal to
create her products.
“I form metal from
melted metals making gold
and silver earrings and
necklaces,” said Elliott.
Young, the festival’s featured artist, is a former curator and conservator for
the Fine Arts Collection at
the University of Cincinnati. He worked at Ohio
University for 27 years before moving to Atlanta and
setting up a studio.
“My claim to fame is a
picture called “He Ain’t
Heavy, He’s My Brother,”
said Young. “It shows a
brother reaching down for
another brother and helping him out. The key emphasis was on three words,
‘helping him out!’”
The seasoned artist
said that his paintings are
“really narrative in nature.”
Young said he feels most at
home when he’s in his studio creating art.
Bristol foresees the
Black Arts and Film Festival becoming one of the
country’s prominent international festivals in the
very near future, if not by
next year.
To
reach
Allen
Buchanan,
email
abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com

Art on the Deuces
ARTS from front page

artists. We have jewelry
artists. We have sculpture
artists and lots of painters.
So it’s a true Black Arts
Festival and Fine Arts Festival.”
The event kicked off
last Friday at Studio @620
with the showing of the
film “Dancing Like Home”
by filmmaker Joyce Guy
from California. Bristol
confirmed enthusiastically
that the festival is well on
its way to becoming international.
However, an international flavor was present
this year with visual artist
Tom Rutz originally from
Rio de Janeiro.
Living in Europe before
moving to Florida, Rutz arrived in the Sunshine State
approximately three years
ago and enjoys the exposure his artwork has.
“It’s better here than in
my country,” Rutz stated,
as he stood in front of two
of his colorful paintings,
one of a little girl formally
dressed in red and white
and one of an indigenous
group.
Sandy Hall was one several artist from Atlanta.
“I paint about stories
that have been passed
down from my childhood,”
said Hall, adding that the
stories were told to her
from both sides of her family since she was a child.
Mixed media sculpture
artist Arnold Swepson, Jr.
showed off his artistry
with sculptures made out
of air conditioner filters and

Following the showing of “Dancing Like Home,”
Carla Bristol (right) and Joyce Guy (left) sat
down for audience questions.
gin. Guy took about 10
years to produce “Dancing Like Home” and it ultimately premiered in
2014. Since the debut, it
has been shown at 12 film
festivals.
“The film’s purpose is
to debunk the myths that
Africans are always danc-

ing,” said Guy. “Their
dancing is a sacred ceremony and ritual done to
honor a certain aspect of
life like fertility and harvesting.”
Following the film,
both Guy and Bristol sat
down for an intimate conversation with the audi-

Joyce Guy, director
and producer of
“Dancing Like Home”
traveled from Los
Angeles to premiere
her film at the opening
reception for the 2nd
Annual Black Arts and
Film Festival.
ence. They answered
questions about the film
and provided more insight on local places in St.
Pete that teach West
African dance and culture.

